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Mission Statement

Servicemembers Legal Defense Network (SLDN) is a national, non-profit, legal

services and policy watchdog organization that seeks to ensure all qualified Americans

have the freedom to serve in the U.S. Armed Forces regardless of sexual orientation.

SLDN is committed to repealing the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” (DADT) ban on open service

for members of the armed forces based on sexual orientation, while also protecting

service members from discrimination and related forms of intolerance that stem from

DADT. Further, SLDN advocates policies that improve the lives of all members of the

military and strengthen organizational capacity to advance the freedom to serve in

the most cost-effective, strategic means possible.

About SLDN

SLDN is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit organization that has worked tirelessly since 1993 on

behalf of the men and women in uniform who served in silence under DADT. SLDN is

the only organization in the country that provides free legal services to those impacted

by this ban, which denies those who defend our nation the most basic of rights – the

freedom to live openly about the very essence of who they are as human beings.

Servicemembers Legal Defense Network receives no government funds or tax money. We depend

entirely on the support of our donors and all donations are tax deductible as allowed by law.

SLDN meets the BBB Wisegiving Alliance and Charity Navigator Standards for charity accountability.

Contact Information

Servicemembers Legal Defense Network

PO Box 65301, Washington DC 20035-5301

Tel: 202 325 3244

Fax: 202 797 1635

Email: sldn@sldn.org 

Web: www.sldn.org


SLDN Staff

Aubrey Sarvis, Executive Director

Francisco Ramirez, Chief Operating and Financial Officer

John Goodman, of Counsel

Sadie Davis, Paul DeMiglio, Jessica Garth, David Hall, Emily Hecht, Susan LaBombard,

Ben Mishkin, Kevin Nix, Elise Ravenscroft, Erica Reardon, Victor Santillan, Jr., Aaron

Tax, and Jeremy Wilson-Simerman.
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A. Year In Review

Dear Friends,

This past year a number of extraordinary developments moved us closer to getting rid of DADT.  Your continued investment and confidence in Servicemembers Legal Defense Network made it possible for us to actively wage the repeal fight on Capitol Hill, at the White House, and in the Pentagon as we provided quality, free legal services every day to LGBT service members serving our country under this discriminatory law. 

Our 2009 Annual Report outlines one of the most successful and extraordinary years in SLDN’s history.  We continued to assist hundreds of service members impacted by the law, engaged the Secretary of Defense and his General Counsel on ways to reduce the number of discharges under DADT, sat down with the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs in his office to discuss how DADT is repealed,  had more one on one meetings with Members of Congress and their staffs than ever before to ask for their repeal vote, continued to partner with more law firms to assist more service members and veterans impacted by the law, and we raised more money from more individuals and foundations than ever before.  

In addition, during this same period of time we had unprecedented outreach to thousands of supporters and organizations around the country.  We were particularly proud to be invited to the Truman Presidential Library for an equality forum and discussion on DADT. We significantly broadened the coalition of organizations working toward repeal, mobilized constituents to participate in dozens of in-district lobby visits with key Congressional offices, and continued to bring the issue of DADT to the forefront with public demonstrations in Washington, DC and across the country. And our media outreach reached new heights as well.  The imminent discharge of Air Force Lt. Col. Victor Fehrenbach was highlighted on MSNBC’s The Rachel Maddow Show, CNN, The New York Times, and the Associated Press.

As these developments occurred, I am particularly proud to report that we continued to be recognized as a non-profit with low overhead and operating costs and sensible, targeted spending. As always, our focus is on the very programs that our donors support and on our core mission: provide quality legal services to those affected by DADT, and conduct effective education and strategic advocacy to repeal this arbitrary law. 

On behalf of our entire staff, the SLDN board, and our Military Advisory Council, I thank you for your indefatigable and generous support.  We are counting on your continued support in 2010 as we fight for GLBT service members and provide them with the legal services they need until we finally repeal DADT.  We are proud to march with you in this fight for equality.

Thank you again for being so very committed and for your wonderful generosity.

With best wishes,
Aubrey Sarvis

Executive Director

1. LEGAL SERVICES

SLDN’s legal team consists of two full-time attorneys and one legal coordinator.  With the departure of Emily Hecht, Legal Director Aaron Tax and Legal Coordinator Sadie Davis welcomed a new Staff Attorney, David McKean.  The legal department hired one intern for the summer and one for each semester.  And John Goodman, Of Counsel, continued to provide invaluable legal and legislative assistance.  

Direct Legal Services
In 2009, SLDN’s legal team responded to 665 calls for assistance (including our 9,900th call for help since our founding in 1993) and opened 213 new cases.  By the end of 2009, the legal team had 104 open cases.  Of those requests for assistance that fell within our scope, the requests continued to fall into three categories: 1) service members concerned about being under investigation and some facing discharge under “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell;” 2) service members who wished to come out for integrity reasons;  and 3) service members who had a myriad of other issues related to “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.”  

The majority of SLDN’s new clients continued to be young, enlisted women and men from a variety of backgrounds–Asian, black, white, Hispanic, and Native American–from all branches of the military.

To highlight just a few examples from this past year, we continued to hear from service members who had family related issues (they wished to get married or have children, both of which are impacted by “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”); those threatened with outing by others, primarily out of vengeance; those who found out they are HIV positive and needed legal advice on how it would impact their careers; those who were transitioning or who wished to transition; those who had medical issues, the reporting of which risked outing them under “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell;” and LGBT civilians who wished to join the military and needed information on the risks and consequences of doing so.

More specifically, we heard from at least two victims of assault or harassment who could not safely report the incidents without risking a discharge under “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.”  We have been assisting these service members to get them the assistance they need while trying to make sure they are not discharged under the law.  We also assisted a service member who came out in the course of security clearance interview.  While that information is supposed to be protected, the service member’s command violated standing DoD policies and began moving to discharge the service member under “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.”  This command’s inappropriate conduct had widespread public policy implications for the thousands of LGBT service members who must go through this process every year.  The legal department enlisted the help of international law firm, Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP, who together with SLDN successfully put pressure on the military to follow its own policies.  

Partnering with Law Firms on Pro Bono Matters
In addition to providing direct legal services, the legal department continued to partner with approximately a half-dozen national law firms on substantive legal research and other pro bono projects.  For example, we partnered with a firm to write an amicus curiae brief asking the Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces to take an appeal from an Air Force Court of Criminal Appeals consensual sodomy case.  The same firm assisted us in conducting a DoD and service-wide review of HIV regulations and policies.

Because a discharge under “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” may impact a service member’s discharge characterization, which may in turn impact employment opportunities and/or veterans benefits, the legal team continued a program to assist service members discharged under “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” or the prior regulatory ban with filing petitions for discharge upgrades. In 2009, we screened approximately 30 service members for potential upgrades and we are assisting those selected with the help of two national law firms.

Outreach, Education, and Advocacy
In addition to our direct legal services program and working with pro bono counsel, the legal team continued to engage in outreach, education, and training activities. Last year, our attorneys participated in more than a dozen speaking engagements, including panels at Harvard Law School and Yale Law School, as well as presentations at Georgetown, Northwestern, and Texas Tech Law Schools.  The legal department conducted a training session with a Navy Legal Services Office and presented at the annual conference of the National LGBT Bar Association. 

In 2009, the team also submitted written and oral testimony before the American Bar Association and National Institute of Military Justice’s Cox Commission II, advocating for repeal of Article 125 of the Uniform Code of Military Justice.  We provided information to the Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada in response to a request for information on the impact of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.”  We reached out to the Office of the Texas Attorney General in an attempt to protect any service members potentially impacted by the investigation into the raid at a local gay bar, the Rainbow Lounge, in Fort Worth, TX.  We reached out to and continue to work with photographer Jeff Sheng, who is photographing those currently serving who are impacted by “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.”  The legal team continued to participate in the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force’s New Beginnings Initiative, seeking administrative actions that could help service members impacted by “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.”  And we continued to assist World of Wonder in its production of an HBO documentary on “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.”  Among other things, we engaged numerous former clients who will be reading their “coming out” letters in the documentary and we provided our first-hand accounts of how the law impacts LGBT service members. 

2. COMMUNICATIONS & MEDIA

SLDN’s Communications Department consistently raised the profile of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” in the mainstream media throughout 2009 by effectively placing stories, that resulted in building support for repeal and SLDN being featured by a number of major news outlets.  Among the major outlets: MSNBC’s The Rachel Maddow Show, CNN, The New York Times, and the Associated Press. 

SLDN pushed the DADT issue to the top of the news cycle particularly in the spring, by successfully rolling out media campaigns on strategic developments around repeal, such as the imminent discharge of Lt Col Victor Fehrenbach, responding to DADT statements by the White House, and commenting extensively on the Cook v. Gates case.  Partnering with the Harry S. Truman Library and Museum, SLDN co-hosted the Freedom to Serve Forum, which marked the 61st anniversary of the executive order that ended racial segregation in the military. Moderated by FOX News Commentator Juan Williams, the event was covered by C-SPAN and garnered wide coverage in the Midwest. 
We continued to lead in framing the DADT issue strategically  by also reaching out to key voices and influencers.  We offered questions to the hosts of the Sunday morning political talk shows, and to reporters in the White House press corps. We also proactively worked with editorial and opinion editors on both the local and national level to place op-eds and engage with opinion columnists.  In late April we ran a full-page ad in Roll Call, urging President Obama to keep his campaign promise and make repeal a top priority. This served as the catalyst for increased media coverage of DADT in the following weeks. In June, the New York Times (“The Ban on Gays in the Military”) published its first editorial on DADT, expressing support for repeal.

In October, President Obama reaffirmed his commitment to repealing DADT in a nationally televised speech, saying “I will end ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.’” SLDN framed the post-speech coverage by emphasizing the President’s lack of a timeline.  The Wall Street Journal and the New York Times both included our message prominently in their coverage.

Throughout the year we continued to elevate DADT in the media, with CNN’s Nov. 10th profile of former U.S. Army Sergeant Darren Manzella as part of its “Veterans in Focus” special.  This piece ran multiple times on Veterans Day.  The British Broadcasting Company (BBC) did a piece on Lt. Col. Victor Fehrenbach, and Agence France-Presse (AFP) featured former Air Force Staff Sergeant David Hall, who was discharged under DADT in 2002. Click here to see the story on YouTube.

Our message of repeal has gained traction in national and local media markets, reaching a diverse range of audiences through various media including radio programs (National Public Radio), the progressive and LGBT blogosphere (AMERICAblog, the Atlantic, Pam’s House Blend) FOX News, Playboy, and military publications including Air Force Times and Military.com.

Communications also made significant inroads with conservative newspaper editorial boards that now favor repeal, including the Fort Worth, Texas, Star Telegram and the West Virginia Charleston Gazette, which cited Col. Om Prakash’s Joint Force Quarterly essay in its support for open service.

Working with Blue State Digital, we created weekly e-mails, asking SLDN supporters to sign petitions for Lt Col Fehrenbach and 1st Lt Dan Choi, our coalition partner VoteVets.org, and encouraging supporters to call the White House switchboard.  
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3. GRASSROOTS, COLLABORATION, OUTREACH & EDUCATION:

Throughout 2009, SLDN engaged in outreach and education initiatives with the Congress, White House and Pentagon, laying the groundwork for repeal of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell in the 111th Congress. All activities were designed to work with a new pro-repeal administration, to foster strategic engagement and ensure that prior commitments by President Obama to gay and lesbian service members would be enacted. 

In March, SLDN, along with Rep. Ellen Tauscher (D-CA) and other LGBT groups helped reintroduce the Military Readiness Enhancement Act, HR 1283 with 121 original cosponsors, the highest ever to originally sign on. One week later, SLDN held the 7th annual Congressional Lobby Day with over 100 supporters storming Capitol Hill and taking part in 75 targeted meetings with members of Congress. In July, SLDN worked with Rep. Patrick Murphy (D-PA) as he took over as the House leader of HR 1283.

Throughout the year, SLDN met with members of Congress and congressional staff of both political parties, increasing the cosponsorship of MREA to 185 by year’s end, a record number.

Outreach to the White House has been integral in the push for repeal. In March, SLDN hosted both the Director and Deputy Director of the White House Office of Public Engagement, Tina Tchen and Brian Bond, at the 17th Annual National Dinner. In April, SLDN launched its Spring Offensive, with an open letter by Executive Director Aubrey Sarvis to President Barack Obama, published in both Roll Call and Politico, calling upon the president to include DADT repeal in his legislative recommendations to the 2010 Defense Reauthorization bill. 

Working with the Pentagon, in July 2009 SLDN wrote to Secretary of Defense Robert Gates outlining six actions that the Department of Defense could take within its regulatory power to reduce the number of DADT discharges. These recommendations included a higher level of scrutiny for those making accusations, no third party outings, statements made to chaplains, medical professionals, psychologists and other health officials should not be used as a basis for investigations. SLDN also pushed the Pentagon to implement the standard in the Witt v. Department of Air Force across all levels of the Armed Services. SLDN engaged in outreach to the Pentagon at the highest levels, including meeting with Chairman of the Joint Chiefs Admiral Michael Mullen to brief him on DADT and its harmful effects and to seek his support for open service.
Collaboration with National, State, and Local Partner Organizations
SLDN expanded the coalition of organizations working toward DADT repeal and enhanced relationships with longtime partners at the national, state, and local level. Across the country, we bolstered relationships with key state and local partners. Collaboration with statewide LGBT and progressive groups allowed us to identify new advocates for repeal to participate in grassroots activities. In Georgia for example, we worked with Georgia Equality to setup in-district meetings with key Members of Congress and their staff. This collaboration also resulted in successful online action campaigns in states like Florida (Equality Florida & Progress Florida), California (Courage Campaign), and Pennsylvania (Keystone Progress). Finally, we were able to reach new Congressional offices by drawing upon the established relationships and influence of these state and local organizations.

At the national level, the DADT repeal coalition grew significantly – with SLDN leading the way. Collaboration with groups like Vote Vets – one of the largest organizations of Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans – helped to demonstrate broad support for repeal and engage non-LGBT individuals in the DADT fight. We worked closely with civil rights groups like National Council of La Raza (NCLR) to take public stances on repeal. In November, NCLR pressed members of the Congressional Hispanic Caucus to cosponsor and vote for repeal legislation. And coordination with think tanks like the Center for American Progress and Third Way helped to advance our policy arguments and reach new audiences.  

Raising the Visibility of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”
SLDN continued to bring the issue of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” to the forefront with a number of public demonstrations. In March, SLDN’s Freedom to Serve rally attracted more than 250 supporters to Capitol Hill to demand Congressional action on DADT repeal. Three months later, in June, SLDN held two demonstrations calling for presidential leadership on the issue. First, a group protested outside of a DNC fundraiser held in Washington, D.C. – distributing buttons inside marked with the estimated number of discharges under President Obama (265 service members). A few days later, 265+ veterans and civilians organized by SLDN, marched to the White House to once again call for presidential leadership. Days later, the president personally reaffirmed his commitment to DADT repeal – the first time since taking office – at the White House LGBT Pride Month Celebration. In October, SLDN joined hundreds of thousands at the National Equality March – participating in DADT-related events throughout the weekend and a student flash protest specifically focused on DADT repeal. 

Throughout the year, we also setup booths at 35 Pride events around the country. Each year, SLDN participates in these events with three main objectives: to raise visibility and educate about DADT and SLDN, to collect petitions to urge Congress to pass repeal legislation, and to recruit volunteers to join our grassroots activist network. In total, we collected nearly 20,000 petition signatures and engaged hundreds of new volunteers.  

Targeted Constituent Action

SLDN mobilized constituents – veterans and civilians – in key states and Congressional districts to advocate for DADT repeal. Working with volunteer LGBT and straight leaders on the ground, we setup dozens of in-district lobby visits with Congressional offices and facilitated the planning of local DADT-related events. In addition, the development of an online action center on SLDN’s website (www.sldn.org/action) fostered increased constituent action and engagement – making the tools and resources for contacting members of Congress, writing letters to the editor, spreading the word, and joining local events readily accessible.  In 2009, we generated thousands of petition signatures, letters to Representatives and Senators, and phone calls to Congress and the White House. 
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Chaplains Forum
SLDN launched the Military Chaplaincy Forum to promote dialogue and understanding among religious leaders (in the military and beyond) on the need to repeal “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.” During the 1993 debate about gays in the military, the military chaplaincy corps was an important voice. Thus, it is critical that we lay a foundation of support, or at the very least lessen any potential resistance, among chaplains as we work to repeal the law.

The Forum has approximately 52 members.  Current membership represents all of the military services -- Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines and Coast Guard, officer and enlisted, active, retired and reserves, women and men, Protestant, Roman Catholic and Jewish, military and civilian. Many members are respected leaders in their religious communities, including the Brite Divinity School at Texas Christian University in Fort Worth and the United Church of Christ.

Forum members have met with active duty chaplains and current chaplaincy leaders and responses have been positive.  In the past year, the Forum also produced a widely distributed and highly valued document, "What the Military Will Look Like Without Don't Ask, Don't Tell:  A Veterans' Perspective," and wrote Op-Eds and Letters to Editors.  Members have preached sermons, conducted interviews, and organized grass roots efforts in their local communities.

The group completed a white paper regarding chaplain confidentiality– an issue of great concern to service members who seek spiritual guidance or who reach out to chaplains when they are harassed or threatened. 

The Forum has developed an ongoing working relationship with the Religion and Faith Program of the Human Rights Campaign, with their Deputy Director now serving as a standing member of the Forum.  Dr. Sharon Groves of HRC and Rev. Dr. Stephen Sprinkle of Texas Christian University's Brite Divinity School will be leading the Forum in visioning a new program to develop a curriculum for military chaplains and seminary students following repeal, to train chaplains and seminarians in pastoral care and specialized ministries to the LGBT community.  During upcoming meetings, the Forum plans to develop a strategic business plan moving forward and to revisit their vision and mission statements to reflect new legislation for open and honest military service.

The Chaplaincy Forum is an important part of SLDN’s activities to work within the military. The Forum members’ work also has the potential to secure greater understanding, tolerance, and acceptance with religious leaders outside the military—an important step that will be necessary to achieve equality throughout our society.

ldn.org

B. Leadership

Board of Directors*

Boskind, Paul Alan -San Antonio, TX

Carpenter, Thomas- Los Angeles, CA

Chang, Julian - San Francisco, CA

Clark, Thomas – Board Treasurer- New York, NY

Cleghorn, Jeff-Atlanta, GA

Curren, Anna -San Diego, CA

Dunning, Zoe-Board Co-Chair - San Francisco, CA

Easley, Joe Tom-Board Co-Chair - Miami, FL & New York, NY

Fricke, Brian- Board Secretary-Washington, D.C.

Gainer, David Lee-Dallas, TX

Gardina, Jackie-Vermont

Magee, Michael-Board Co-Chair-San Diego, CA

McCormack, Joseph-Los Angeles, CA

McLaughlin, Shannon -Boston, MA

Neira, Paula-Bowie, MD

Sarvis, Aubrey- Washington, DC

Smith, Ray-McLean, VA

Steckler, Frederick-Washington, DC

Weiderpass, Mati-New York, NY

Wujciak, Barbara-Hillsborough, NC

Wynne, Anne -Austin, TX

Zuniga, Jose-Chicago, IL

MAC Military Advisory Council*

Barnes, Jr. , COL Robert V., USA (Ret.)

Beard , COL Graham E., USA (Ret.)

Bornhoft, COL Stewart, USA, (Ret.)

Cammermeyer, COL Margarethe, USA (Ret.)

Carpenter, Capt Tom, USMC 

Carucci, CAPT Dan, MD, PhD, USN (Ret.)

Caviness, CAPT Susanne, Ph.D., USPHS

Coleman, MG Vance, USA (Ret.)

Coye, CDR Beth F., USN (Ret.)

Darrah, CAPT Joan E., USN (Ret.)

Dockendorff, CAPT Robert D., USN (Ret.)

Dodd, Chaplain (COL) Paul W., D.Min., USA (Ret.)

Field, COL Thomas F., USA (Ret.)

Foster, Lt. COL. Jay D.P., US Army (Ret.)

Geiselman, CAPT Sandy, USN (Ret.)

Heinze, CAPT April F., USN (Ret.)

Johnson, SGT Pepe N., USA
Kearney, COL Brendan P., USMC (Ret.)

Kelleher, CAPTArthur J., MD, USNR (Ret.)

Kerr, BG Keith H., USA (Ret.)

Korb, HON Lawrence J., 

Laich, MG Dennis J.

Leonard, COL E.A. USA (Ret.)

McLeod, First Sergeant Lee Roy, USA (Ret.)

Patton III, MCPOCG Vincent W., USCG (Ret.)

Paty, Rev. Jennifer L., Master Chief, NCCM (SW)

(CMC) USN (Ret.)

Preston, Col. Terrel S., USAF (Ret.)

Rankin, CAPT. Robert Michael, M.D., MC, USN, (Ret.)

Raphael, SGM Nan, USA (Ret.)

Richard, BG Virgil A., USA (Ret.)

Scott, COL Kevin M. USMC (Ret.)

Steinman, RADM Alan M., MD, USPHS/USCG (Ret.)

Wilgenbusch, LCDR Craig A., USNR
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C. Audited Financials

Revenue
2009
	Contributions
	$1,545,580
	47.9%



	Charitable Bequest
	$30,080
	.09%



	Grants
	$839,103
	26.0%



	In-Kind Contributions
	$803,813
	25.0%



	Other Income
	$3,316
	0.1%



	Interest Income
	$3,920
	0.1%



	Total Revenue
	$3,225,812
	


Expenses

	Program Services
	$2,389,826
	75.4%



	Management and General
	$226,335
	7.1%



	Fundraising
	$553,696
	17.5%



	Total Expenses
	$3,169,857


	

	Change in Net Assets
	$55,955


	

	Net Assets, Beginning of Year
	$1,346,033


	

	Net Assets, End of Year
	$1,401,988


	


14.6%rams
17.6%
D. Ways to Give
% 74.3%nnual Report 2008
Servicemembers Legal Defense Network thanks everyone who has made a contribution—of

money, time and/or talent—in support of our work. All contributions are greatly appreciated and

vital to advancing the repeal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.” SLDN offers a broad range of outstanding

giving opportunities that are designed to ensure the continued quality of SLDN’s services and

programs. SLDN makes it easy to give. Learn how you can make a gift today.

1. Outright Cash Gifts

Choose one of the most popular and preferred ways to give to SLDN.

2. Corporate Matching Gifts

Explore an exceptional opportunity for corporations and businesses to support SLDN.

3. Securities

Give a gift of securities that may provide you with tax benefits. By directly donating stock, you

may avoid the payment of capital gains tax. Consult your tax advisor for more information

4. Commemorative Giving

Remembering or honoring a loved one is easy when you send a gift in their name.

5. Bequests

You can remember SLDN in your will by designating us as the beneficiary of a portion of your

estate, your residual estate, or by leaving us specific assets you name.

6. Workplace Campaigns

Give through the Combined Federal Campaign, your local city or state campaign, or your own

company’s workplace giving program. SLDN’s CFC# is 12111.

7. GoodSearch

GoodSearch is the search engine with a unique social mission - to give to charities just

by searching the internet. They donate 50 percent of advertising revenue to the nonprofits

and schools selected by its users. It’s powered by Yahoo, so you get the same great search

results. Simply go to goodsearch.com to start searching today. Be sure to choose SLDN as

the recipient organization.

8. Foundation Support

SLDN staff is available to complete letters of inquiry, funding proposals, and grant applications

as well as provide financial and other supporting materials required by foundations and

corporations interested in donating to SLDN.

9. Monthly Gift Giving Program

You can now support SLDN with automatic scheduled payments that you control. You can

give to SLDN through your credit card, checking account, or savings account.

We can help with these giving opportunities. 

To learn more about these and other giving opprotunities please contact us:

SLDN

Development Office
PO Box 65301

Washington DC 20035

Tel 202 328-3244

Fax 202 797-1635  www.sldn.org 

SLDN is registered as a tax-exempt public charity by the Internal Revenue Service under Section 501(c)(3).  SLDN’s tax identification number is   52- 845000.  To request a copy of SLDN’s  501(c)(3) certificate of tax exemption, please contact the Development Office.

Donors Report
In 2009, SLDN asked repeatedly for financial support to help push for repeal of “don’t ask, don’t tell.”  Not only did we meet our fundraising goals in 2009 but we increased our number of donors and donations by 10% from the previous year.  None of this would have been possible without the support of our generous individuals, foundations, corporations, and non-profits that made gifts supporting our important work.  These generous gifts allow us to continue providing the quality free legal services to service members affected by “don’t ask, don’t tell” while at the same time leading the fight for repeal of this law.

This list reflects gifts received  in 2009

Foundations

	Anonymous

	Arcus Foundation

	Brother, Help Thyself, Inc.

	Calamus Foundation

	Clarence E. Anderson Charitable Foundation

	Educational Foundation of America

	Gill Foundation

	Evelyn & Walter Haas, Jr. Fund

	Hollyfield Foundation

	The Morningstar Foundation

	New Prospect Foundation

	Rockcares: The Norris-Rocaberte Family Foundation

	The Ted Snowdon Foundation


Corporations

	Bingham McCutchen LLP

	Capital One Services, LLC

	Crowell & Moring LLP

	Finnegan, Henderson, Farabow, Garrett& Dunner, LLP

	McDermott Will & Emery

	Morrison & Foerster Foundation

	Patton Boggs LLP

	Production Solutions, Inc.

	Shook, Hardy & Bacon L.L.P.

	Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom

	Sullivan & Cromwell LLP

	The Sun Micro Systems Foundation

	SunTrust Bank

	Verizon Foundation


Pro Bono Legal Services

Bryan Cave LLP

Crowell & Moring LLP

John M. Goodman, Esq.

Howrey LLP

Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP

Rosenstein, Wilson & Dean

Sullivan & Cromwell LLP

WilmerHale

Winston & Strawn LLP

Patriot Circle Individual 

$25,000+

	Anonymous

	Henry van Ameringen

	Paul Alan Boskind, Ph.D.

	John R. Cook

	Anna M. Curren

	James C. Hormel

	Adam R. Rose & Peter R. McQuillan

	Daniel H. Renberg and Eugene Kapaloski

	Aubrey Sarvis, Esq.

	Raymond & Phyllis Smith


$10,000 - $24,999 

	Anonymous

	Dennis M. Black & R. Scott Wallis

	Edward Chang & Michael Magee

	Jeff Cleghorn & Kevin Kirby

	CAPT. Robert Dockendorff, USNR (Ret.)

	Steve A. Elmendorf

	G. Christopher Hammet, MD

	Esmond Harmsworth & James Richardson

	Stacey Herzing

	Willard (Bill) Hillegeist

	Joseph A. McCormack

	Randy New & Russel Tippins

	Jeffrey Trammell & Stuart Serkin

	Mati Weiderpass & Ian S. Reisner


$5,000 -  $9,999 

	Anonymous

	John Bowab

	Alan R. Brodie

	Rev. Elizabeth Carl & Victoria Hill

	Thomas Duckworth & Anthony Escamilla

	Pate Felts & Ron Bracco

	Jackie Gardina & Lauren Bassing

	Jeffrey Gates & Michael Moran

	David W. Guy-Gainer & Dave L. Guy-Gainer

	April Heinze

	COL Jerry Langan

	COL E. Leonard, USA (Ret.)

	Robert P. Meinzer, Jr. & Stephen D. McIntee

	Henry D. Messer & Carl House

	Bernard D. Santarsiero

	Samuel D. Sirko & Louis D. Smith

	Frederick Steckler and Robert Murphy

	Jim Stepp & Peter Zimmer

	Doug Wilson and Tom Wharton


$2,500 - $4,999 
	Anonymous

	Curt Bell

	Rich Brome

	Todd Byrd

	Ellen Charles

	David C. Crane & Jeffrey R. Wells

	Capt. Joan E. Darrah, USN (Ret.) and Lynne Kennedy

	Jason Denby

	Andrew M. Drabkin & Sgt. Brian B. Hughes, USA

	Joe Tom Easley

	Thomas F. Field & Marcia D. Field

	Daniel Gray

	Pamela Grey & Zoe Dunning

	Dr. Jeffrey Groom

	Carolyn Guthrie

	Peter Anthony Irwin

	Arthur J. Kelleher, CAPT, MC, USNR (Ret.)

	Kenneth Kuchin

	George Lizama & Angus Twombly

	Zac Mathews

	Andrew R. McIlroy & Martin S. Chin

	Paula M. Neira & Melissa Roberts

	Francisco Ramirez

	Michael Rankin, M.D., Capt., MC, USN (Ret.)

	Emily Rosenberg

	Jeffrey Schimelfenig

	Shilts Literary Trust

	Pritam Singh

	Jack Varga, MD

	Keith Weaver

	Myron Wojtowycz

	The A. Woodner Fund (RE-ALPHA)

	Anne Wynne & Fred Ellis


$1,500 - $2,499 

	Anonymous

	George W. Beddingfield, MD

	COL Stewart Bornhoft & Stephen McNabb

	Ginger Boston

	Thomas T. Carpenter & Art Andrade

	Thomas M. Catania

	Julian C. L. Chang

	Thomas R. Chatt & George D. Scheideman

	Thomas C. Clark

	Steve B. Colman

	Marcus Flanagan

	Bitsey Folger

	CAPT Sandy Geiselman, USNR (Ret).

	Johnathan D. George

	Steven L. Holley

	Frederick B. Howard

	Ken Kelly

	BG Keith H. Kerr, CSMR (Ret.)

	Ron MacDonald & Tony Merino

	Wallis McClain

	Shannon McLaughlin & Alison E. McLaughlin

	Randal S. Milch & Amelia S. Salzman

	Ron Mueller & Larry Anthony

	Craig Noblett

	Karl Olson

	Richard Parker

	Duane Pauley

	Joe Pessa, Jr. & Neil Lang

	Jonathan Reel & Michael J. Timinski

	BG Virgil A. Richard, USA (Ret.) & Mr. David W. Potter

	Brian M. Robin

	Lee Russ

	William E. Senn

	Timothy Stiles

	Andrew Sullivan

	Riley Temple

	Roger S. Tilton

	George & Frederica Valanos

	James D. Wagner

	Barbara Wujciak & Sharon Kapeluk


$250 - $1499

	Anonymous

	Amelia Adams

	James Addison

	MSgt. Jean Albright, USAF (Ret.) & Tracy Baim

	Robert M. Alexander

	Michael Allen

	Michael Almy

	Thomas Anderhalt

	Ronald C. Anderson

	Frank Arcaro

	Karen Armagost

	Willis C. Arndt

	Felix Arrieta

	Michael Arseneault

	Juanita M. Atchison & Louise J. Vandever

	Judy Atkins

	Russ Avey

	John Bagwell & William Harris

	Robbie Bagwell

	Robert (Andy) Bailey 

	Julian T. Baker, Jr.

	S. Jason Baletsa

	Matthew Barager

	Jeffrey Barbier

	COL Robert V. Barnes, Jr., USA (Ret.)

	RADM Jamie Barnett and Ms. Celia Barnett

	Andrew E. Barrer & Peter H. Ballinger

	Armand Barreras

	CAPT June G. Barrett, USPHS (Ret.)

	Jim Barrick

	Daniel Bartlett

	Col Mary Ann Baughman, USAFR, Ret.

	John Bausman and Evelyn K. Bausman

	Joel Bednoski and Patrick J. Retton II

	Michael Bedwell

	Neil E. Beecher

	John H. Behan

	Paul R. Beirne

	Roland Benavidez

	Brian Bender

	Frank  Benedetti & Gary Trowbridge

	Charles E. Bennett

	Jesse Berglund

	Bernard W. Berkowitz

	Ann Bidwell

	Blake A. Biles & Laura L. Sessums

	George H. Billings

	Elizabeth M. Birch

	Michael Bishop & Shane Thomas

	Michael Bishop

	Robert A. Bjerke

	Norman Blachford

	B. D. Blatt

	Charles W. Blochberger and R. T. Newell II

	Rick Bodnar, Jr. 

	Daniel Boettcher & Roy T. Englert

	Robert F. Bole, Jr.

	Susan J. Borschel, Esq. 

	Diane Bouchard

	John W. Boushka

	Patrick Bova & James Darby

	David A. Bradberry

	Davis Bradley

	William S. Brady

	G. C. Brafford

	Richard A. Brand

	Kenneth F. Britt

	Andrew D. Brooks, Esq.

	Dwayne Brown and Brian Rabolli

	Thomas Brown

	Patrick Browne

	Jeremy Brumbelow

	James H. Bryson

	Richard L. Buchanan

	Richard C. Buika

	Pete Bullard & Andrew Ogus

	Cathy Burgess

	Richard P. Burlage

	Stephen Burton

	Todd R. Burton

	Michael Butler

	Jeffrey D. Byrne

	William Callahan

	Kathleen Callinan

	COL Margarethe Cammermeyer, R.N., PhD., USA (Ret.) & 
Ms. Diane Divelbess

	Edward Campbell

	Mitchell Cantor

	J. Wade Carey

	CAPT Joan K. Cassidy, USNR (Ret.) & Ms. Nancy Pashby

	Kyle Caston

	Roy L. Cavender

	Wayne Chatham

	Judge Tom Chiola & Drew Jemilo

	Daniel Choi

	Calen Chrzan

	William Cinnamon III

	Lee R. Clancy

	Kathleen Clark

	Andrew Clarke

	Larry E. Clevenger

	William R. Cline

	Kathryn Clune

	Steve Coe

	Lawrence I. Cohen

	Neil Cohen

	Andrew B. Cohen

	Jack Cohen

	Arthur J. Collingsworth & Brian R. Simmons

	Gary Collins & Mitch Wood

	Ryan Collins

	J. D. Colquitt, MD

	Wesley Combs and Gregory Albright

	John and Pat Condon

	Julie Conway & Kathryn Lehman

	Ann T. Cook and David Cook

	Rhonda K. R. Cook & Amy Carroll

	R. C. Cooper

	Sharon Corbin and Trish Reis

	Christopher Costa

	Thomas W. Coward & Dave Vanderhoof

	Mr. John J. Coyle

	William R. Crawford, MD

	Randy Crawford

	John D. Crocetti

	Matt Crudello

	Steven A. Culbertson

	John P. Cummiskey

	Jose Cunningham & Greg Nelson

	Joseph Czuberki

	Adam Dahl

	Eleanora Keene Dalton

	Brent Danninger

	Sadie Davis and Brevin Balfrey-Boyd

	Ann E. Davison and James A. Davison
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	Frankie S. Delpapa

	David E. Desantis and Todd M. Malan

	Richard Desmond

	Danielle DeVoney

	James K. Di Carlo

	Benjamin D. Diamond & John M. Cross

	Samuel Dickson

	Karen Diehl

	Jerelyn Dilno

	John P. Dolan

	Joseph M. Donnelly

	Patricia Duwel

	Mark Dziamba

	Bill Edwards & Ron Bailey

	Marc F. Efron

	Robert W. Eickmeyer

	Matt Eide

	Steven Ellard

	Dr. James Ellzy, II

	Katharine Emerson

	Thomas Erb

	Manuel Escarcega

	Kathryn Estes

	David V. Evans

	John Evans

	Carl R. Evans

	Eric K. Fanning

	Kevin Farino

	Eugene C. Farmer

	Rob Fay

	Tom Felkner & Bob Lehman

	Paul J. Fink M.D. and Phyllis Fink

	John Fiorentine

	Becky Fisher

	Frank X. Floyd

	Aris Fokas

	BG Evelyn P. Foote, USA (Ret.)

	Christina Forbes and Mary Means

	LtCol Jay D. P. Foster USA (Ret.) & 
SMSgt Brian M. Murphy USAF (Ret.)

	C. G. Fowler

	Marcus Fowler

	Lawrence J. Frateschi

	Alan L. Friel

	Shawn Fultz

	Peter Galli and Ed Taucher

	Vincent Gambino

	David L. Gardner and Pete Williams

	James E. Gargas

	Michael B. Gasch

	Shannon Geaney

	Paul Gebhard and Gwenn Gebhard

	Thomas Gensemer

	William Geoffrion

	Celia Gilbert and Walter Gilbert

	Richard A. Gilbert

	The Gilmour Fund

	Ron M. Ginsburg

	Brian Glade and Mr. Chris Coggins

	Jack Glover

	Rima Goldman

	Ben M. Gomez

	John M. Goodman

	Jill S. Goodman

	Robert Goodrich

	Bruce Gordon

	Julie Graham

	Beverly Grant

	Doug Gray and Kevin Yates

	Allen Greenberg

	Andrew M. Greene

	William J. Grimm

	MAJ Casimir T. Grochowski

	Jesper Groenvold

	Ethan D. Grossman

	Michael McI. Grover

	Mark Gude

	LTC Michael A. Haas, JAGC, USA (Ret.)

	Amburn R. Hague

	John F. Hamilton

	Edward S. Hand & Stanley Charles Harazim

	Sam Harley

	John Harman

	Sam Harp

	Timothy W. Harper & Mike Rutkowski

	David Harper

	John B. Harper

	Monte L. Harris, CDR, MSC, USN (Ret.)

	John Harwood and Rachel Harwood

	John D. Hassell

	Michael Havens

	Lindsay G. Hawkins

	Robert O. Hawkins

	Ivan W. Hayworth

	Vincent Healy

	Lewis Hedgpeth

	Robert R. Hegland

	Mel Heifetz Fund at Dade Community Foundation

	Andrew Heinle, M.D. & Jerry Penso

	James W. Heiser

	Major Bill J. Helwig

	LtCol Jack E. Hembree USA (Ret.) & Mrs. Carolyn Hembree

	Mitzi G. Henderson

	Karen C. Hermann & Susan L. LaBombard

	William John Herrmann 

	Jeff Hersh

	Nathan Hershey

	Andrew L. Herz

	Alex Herz

	David S. Herzog

	Dr. Patrick M. High

	Leslie M. Hill

	Robert M. Hill

	John B. Hills

	Collin Hite, Esq. & Thomas Threewitts

	Craig Hoffman and Albert G. Lauber Esq.

	Michael Holland

	William O. Holmes, LTC, USA (Ret.)

	Jeffrey Hon

	Lt Col Yvette Hopkins

	Andrew E. Hornbrook

	Alex Horstman Jr.

	Leonora Horwin

	Daniel R. Hovenstine

	Eric Hsu & Jim Chambers

	Jody Huckaby

	Sgt Rock

	Marcia Hymer

	Stephen Ianello

	Art Idelbong

	John P. Isa

	Michael Izdepski & James Couchon

	Miriam Jaffe and Karen A. Robinson

	Linda Jantzen

	The Jenkin Charitable Gift Fund

	Robert M. Jennings and Mr. Kenneth R. Lane

	Max Jensen

	Daniel B. Johnson

	Sgt Pepe Johnson USA

	Donald W. Johnson DDS

	Jeffrey A. Jones & Mark L. Secord

	Vernon E. Jordan Jr. & Ann Jordan

	Eamon P. Joyce

	Donald H. Jump

	Patrick Kain

	John S. Kale and Michael J. Martin

	Al Kamikawa

	Joseph J. Kane Jr.

	Rebecca A. Kanis

	Philip M. Katcher

	Douglas Katzenmeyer and James Dolton

	Stephen B. Kay 

	Thomas C. & Marlene C. Kayser

	COL Brendan P. Kearney USMC (Ret.)

	Hal Keasler

	Alfred Kennedy and William R. Kenny

	Ronald Kennedy

	Aileen Kenney

	Noreen Kenney

	Tim Kernan 

	Gregory E. Kerr

	Ketner Fund for Social Justice 
of Coastal Community Foundation of SC

	Leigh A. Kidd

	Michael-Todd Kilmer & Timothy A. Breidigan

	Lawrence Kim

	Michael L. Kirkeby

	Peter Klaus

	David W. Knapp

	Kathy M. Knopf

	Thom Kohl

	Anthony Kolish

	Alan M. Koral 

	Barbara Korosec

	Nicholas Kouros & John Ritter

	Elizabeth Kozlow and Alexandra York

	Leonard W. Kraisel

	Dennis J. Laich

	James Lande

	Stewart J. Landers

	Brian Langdon

	Mark Lapole

	David A. Lara

	Brian N. Larson & Robert D. Tendal

	Michael P. Laverty

	Kathleen M. Lawliss

	Michael R. Lawrence

	Patrick Leahey

	Paul C. LeBlanc

	Dr. Albert Lee

	Elizabeth Leger and Curtis Leger

	James Leipold

	Mauricio Leon

	Regan A. Lewis

	Adrian Libert

	William Lilley, III

	David Lilly

	Andrew Z. Linsky

	John Lintner

	Southard Lippincott & David Lilly

	Edward O. Loehrer, LTC (Ret.)

	MSgt Mark Lombardy, USAF (Ret.)

	Diana M. Lopo

	Anthony Loverde

	Carlos A. Loyola

	Kurtice C. Luther

	Kenneth R. Maass

	Elliott J. Mackle

	Scott A. Mackoul

	Robin Mahoney

	Kathleen Maloy

	Joseph N. Manes

	Mary Jo Manning and Michael J. Manning

	Dan Manning

	Nancy Manzella & Michael Manzella

	David Marini and Geraldine Marini

	LTC (R) John Masters

	Steve May

	Stephen W. McCallion

	Harold I. McClaskey

	Tim W. McCormick and Jeffrey L. Brizzi

	Eric L. McFadden

	Yvonne A. McIntyre

	Lee R. McLeod

	Colin McLetchie

	Paul McNeal

	Edward J. McNeal

	Sydney J. Mead & Roger Servick

	Barbara J. Meislin

	Scott Melendez USMA '92

	Mel Merrill

	Richard N. Meyers

	Duane Michals

	Terry W. Micheau 

	Charles R. Middleton

	Mark Milbrand

	Elisa Militello and Christine L. Harvey

	Henry S. Miller, Jr. and Ken Nimblett

	Donald G. Moffett 

	Mr. Bryan G. Monteith

	Robert L. Moore

	Gerrell D. Moore

	Christopher Moore

	James L. Moosman

	Peter H. Morris

	L. Paul Morris, Jr.

	Jefferson E. C. Moulds

	Sarah Mount

	Brian Muller and Josh Arnold

	David Mund

	John Murphy

	Donn B. Murphy

	Robert Nash

	Robert E. Nelson and Murray Olson

	Bill Neubauer

	Pat Nickols

	William Norman

	Hugh F. Oates Jr. and Kate Oates

	Kevin O'Brien

	Martin O'Brien

	Michael W. O'Dell

	Josh O'Harra

	L. E. Ohlsson

	Ward Olivete

	Jon O'Neal

	Joseph F. O'Neill

	Silas E. O'Quinn

	W. B. Osborn III and Jerry R. Pace

	Stosh Ostrow, MD and Allen Walterman

	Peter Pappas

	James G. Parks

	MCPOCG Vincent W. Patton, III, USCG (Ret.)

	Raul Perea-Henze

	Kirk Perrow, III & David D. Pugh

	Richard N. Peterson & Rev. Wayne T. Bradley

	Jeffrey Petrie

	Judy L. Petsch, Sgt, USMC and Catherine A. Hughes

	Susan Phelps and Mark Phelps

	Thomas E. Philpot

	Anthony J. Piazza

	James Piper

	Thomas Pisano

	Hope Plasha

	Lawrence Poole

	Thomas E. Popovich

	Antonious L.K. Porch

	Thomas H. Powell

	Jeffrey S. Powell

	Samuel Preston

	Terrel S. Preston, Col, USAF (Ret)

	Juanita L. Price and Eugene E. Price

	Denis P. Pringle

	Jonathan S. Pyatt

	Bryant Qualls

	Brian Rabolli & Dwayne Brown

	Thomas C. Ragan

	Michael Rankin

	Maxine & Daniel Rapoport

	Erica Reardon

	Travis Rector

	Danny Reed

	John Alan Regenhardt

	Christopher W. Reid

	Eric S. Reiner

	Brian W. Reitz

	Eric Retzloff

	Eric Revels

	Johnny R. Reyes

	Jane Ribadeneyra and Kelly Egan

	Clifford Richner

	Allen G. Richwine

	Lance Ringel

	Sally Ringo

	John Rivard and Jason Prood

	George D. Roberts

	Craig A. Roberts

	Christopher C. Rodousakis

	Bruce Roehm

	Howard Roffman & Duane J. Waters

	David P. Rogers

	Thomas Rogillio

	Samuel W. Rosenblatt and Mario D'Andrea

	Gerald B. Rosenstein

	Jeffrey S. Roth

	Paul Rothstein

	Perry Rush
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	Kent L. Sack

	Thomas A. Sams and Mr. Peter J. Luciano

	Norman L. Sandfield

	Paul L. Saulnier

	Doug Saville

	Bret Sawyer and Mark Fisher

	Frank Schalek

	James A. Schmidt

	Diane Schroer

	Aaron Schwid

	Richard L. Scott, MD

	Edward G. Scruggs

	John R. Sealy, MD

	Sterling Sechrist

	John J. Seichter

	Eric Shangle

	Alison Share and Jami J. Westerhold

	Ryan Sharkey

	Brian P. Shaw

	Neal E. Sheldon

	Bradley P. Sherrill

	Richard H. Shoemaker

	Ken Sholes

	Yale Shriber

	Christopher Siefken

	Mitchell Siegel

	Martin P. Siewert

	Braxton T. Sisco

	Philip Skopp

	Gregg Smith

	Jason Smith

	Marquell G. Smith

	Nelson Smith

	Philip Smith

	Sean Smith

	Stephen E. Smith and Barry Aaron

	Ted Smith and David Butler

	Mary S. Snider

	K. M. Snow

	CDR (ret.) Ona C. Solberg, USN

	Joseph Soto

	Michael L. Sozan

	Laurence E. Spang, DDS

	Richard Spitaleri, Jr. 

	Charles Stadtlander and Robert Scott

	Curt Stamp

	John Stassi and Mr. Chris Israel

	Frank Stefano

	Jim Steiner

	RADM Alan M. Steinman, MD, USCG/USPHS (Ret.)

	John F. Stephens

	Thomas R. Stephens

	William C. & Mary B. Sterling

	Dwight A. Sterling

	Charles H. Stevens

	Todd Stevens & David Rubin

	Ian E. Stockdale

	John P. Stokes

	George W. Stoner

	Ron Storey Jr., MD and Theodore A. Milby

	Emily Sussman

	Chiemi Suzuki

	David Swatzler

	Bryan Szalwinski

	Stephen Tackney

	Aaron Tax

	David L. Temple, Jr. 

	Warren Thio

	Brent Thomas

	Daren L. Thomas
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	David A. Tufts, Jr.
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